
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
Central Services Facility 

6425 Huber Street, Detroit, MI 48211 

313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/DWSD

Detroit Water & Sewerage Department 313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/dwsd

Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

Petition Map: 

Type of Petition 

 Outright Vacation 
 Conversion to Easement 

 Dedication 
 Encroachment 

 Berm Use 
 Temporary Closing 

Review Status 

The above petition has been received and reviewed by this office. Please see below for the review status as marked. 

 Approved Subject to 
Attached Provisions 

 Revise and Resubmit 

 Not Approved 

Additional Comments (if applicable): 

Attached is the DWSD provision related to the petition. 

Name Title Signature Date 
Reviewed 
by: 
Approved 
by: 

For Syed 
Ali



 PROVISIONS FOR ENCROACHMENT 
  
 
1. By approval of this petition the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) does not waive any of 

its rights to its facilities located in the right of way, and at all time, DWSD, its agents or employees, shall 
have the right to enter upon the right of way to maintain, repair, alter, service, inspect, or install its 
facilities. All costs incident to the damaging, dismantling, demolishing, removal and replacement of 
structures or other improvements herein permitted and incurred in gaining access to DWSD’s facilities for 
maintenance, repairing, alteration, servicing, or inspection by DWSD shall be borne by the petitioner. All 
costs associated with gaining access to DWSD’s facilities, which could normally be expected had the 
petitioner not encroached into the right of way shall be borne by DWSD. 

 
2. All construction performed under this petition shall not be commenced until after five (5) days written 

notice to DWSD. Seventy-two (72) hour notice shall also be provided in accordance with P.A. 53 1974, as 
amended, utilizing the MISS DIG one call system. 

 
3. Construction under this petition is subject to inspection and approval by DWSD. The cost of such 

inspection shall, at the discretion of DWSD, be borne by the petitioner. 
 
4. DWSD prohibits the use of heavy construction equipment or the storage of building material directly over 

or near DWSD facilities. DWSD also prohibits the use of cranes and balls or hydraulic rams for pavement 
removal where DWSD facilities are involved. If the water main or sewer facilities are broken or damaged 
as a result of any action on the part of the contractor, the contractor shall be liable for all costs incidental 
to the repair of such broken or damaged water main or sewer facilities. If DWSD facilities located within 
the street shall break or be damaged as the result of any action on the part of the petitioner, then in such 
event the petitioner agrees to be liable for all costs incident to the repair, replacement or relocation of 
such broken or damaged DWSD facilities. 

 
5. The petitioner shall hold DWSD harmless for any damage to the encroaching device constructed or 

installed under this petition, which may be caused by the failure of DWSD’s facilities. 
 
6. If at any time in the future the petitioner shall request removal and / or relocation of DWSD’s facilities in 

the street being encroached upon, the petitioner agrees to pay all costs for such removal and/or 
relocation. 

 
7. Prior to construction, Easement Encroachment Permit (EEP) should be obtained and the insurance 

required by the EEP should not expire until after completion of the construction. 
 

8. For any proposed work that involves DWSD water mains and/or sewers, an approval and a permit is 
required from DWSD before commencement of work. 

 
9. It is DWSD’s requirement that any proposed utility crossing DWSD water mains and/or sewers 

perpendicularly must maintain a minimum of 18 inches vertical clearance. Any proposed utility running 
adjacent to DWSD water mains and/or sewers must maintain a minimum of 10 feet lateral clearance 
including any conduit and/or manholes walls.  No utility is allowed to run along the top of the water main 
or/or sewer. 

 
10. It is DWSD’s requirement that no encroachment has a vertical clearance of less than 16 feet 

from the ground surface over DWSD water mains and/or sewers.  
 
 
 
 
Rev: 9/27/2023 
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November 25, 2025 
 
 
 
Dokes Design Architecture 
607 Shelby St. Ste. 731 
Detroit, MI  48226 
248 763 3678 
 
 
 
City of Detroit 
Attn:  Department of Public Works 
2 Woodward Ave. Ste. 611 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
 
 
RE: Letter of Intent – Right-of-Way Encroachment Permit Application (Foundation Encroachments) 
 
 
Greetings Reviewer: 
 
On behalf of the development team for the renovation of the mixed-use building located at 7326 W. 
McNichols Rd., I am submitting this letter of intent in support of our application for a right-of-way 
encroachment permit. This request pertains to a few modest, sub-grade foundation encroachments 
identified along the north, south, and west property lines. 
 
These encroachments range from approximately 6 to 12 inches beyond the property line. The building’s 
structural system was designed to maintain the approved architectural layout, bearing wall locations, and 
overall load path integrity. Due to the angled and non-orthogonal geometry of the property line, the 
foundation footprint in a few isolated areas extends slightly beyond the boundary in order to: 
 
 

1. Maintain structural integrity – The encroaching foundation elements support key bearing and shear 
walls; removing or shifting them would compromise the structural system and require significant 
redesign. 

2. Preserve the building’s design and functional layout – Pulling the foundation inward would 
necessitate redesigning exterior walls, floor systems, accessibility clearances, and unit layouts, 
creating disproportionate impacts relative to the modest encroachment. 

3. Avoid excessive construction impacts – Eliminating the encroachments would introduce structural 
modifications not commensurate with the limited (<12") footing extensions being requested. 

4. Align with common urban site conditions – Minor foundation encroachments of this scale are not 
uncommon on irregular parcels where angled property lines intersect uniform wall and footing 
dimensions. 
 

 
 

http://www.dokesdesign.com/


 
 
These encroachments are entirely subsurface, pose no obstruction or public safety concern, and will not 
adversely affect the public right-of-way. For these reasons, we respectfully request approval of an 
encroachment permit allowing the existing foundation design to remain unchanged.  
 
We appreciate your consideration and are available to provide any additional information or clarification as 
needed. 
 
 
 
With appreciation, 
 
Dokes Design Architecture, LLC. 

 
  
Damon Dickerson 
Associate | Director of Architecture 
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3 3/8" GATE POST (TYP)

8" MASONRY WALL (TYP.)

WALL SECTION

SEALANT @ ALL

TOP JOINTS
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'
-
6
"

ROWLOCK

DETAIL

BRICK TO MATCH MAIN

BODY OF BUILDING

STONE CAP

PRE-MOLD

EXPANSION

JOINT FILLER

DUMPSTER SIDE &  LOCKABLE GATE ELEVATION

NTS

4" CONCRETE FILLED

STEEL GUARD POSTS

SET IN 12" CONCRETE

FOOTINGS (3 REQ'D)

CONCRETE FOUNDATION

(2) #5 BARS TOP & BOTTOM

GATE SHALL CONSIST OF

A VINYL PVC COVERING

3 3/8" GATE POST

SET IN CONCRETE

1'-8" 1'-8"

ENCLOSURE WALL

FOUNDATION & GUARD POST

BOTTOMS MUST EXTEND

BELOW THE FROST LINE

GATE SHALL

CONSIST OF A VINYL

PVC COVERING
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F5x5: CONCRETE FOUNDATION - 5'x5'x2' (LxWxT) REINF. W/ (6) #6 BARS E.W. BOTTOM

F6x6: CONCRETE FOUNDATION - 6'x6'x2' (LxWxT) REINF. W/ (7) #6 BARS E.W. BOTTOM

F36: CONCRETE FOUNDATION - 36" WIDE x 24" THICK REINF. W/ (4) #5 BARS LONGITUDINAL TOP
+ (5) #6 LONGITUDINAL BOTTOM

Foundation Plan
0' - 0"

Second Floor
Framing Plan

16' - 0"

1

REFER TO ARCHITECT 
WALL SECTION FOR NON-
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 
SUCH AS BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO WEEP VENTS, 
FLASHING, INSULATION, 
AIR-SPACE, ETC.

1/2" PRE-MOLDED JOINT

WINDOW SYSTEM REF. TO ARCH.

STEEL TUBE
REF. TO PLAN

3/8" STEEL PLATE W/ 
1/4" STIFFENERS @ 
32" O.C. MAX.

ADJUSTABLE BRICK TIES 
@ 16" O.C. MAX. TYP.

1' - 0"

0' - 4"

FOUNDATION REF. TO PLAN

REINFORCEMENT REF. TO PLAN

SUITABLE BEARING SOILS V.I.F.

BACKFILL SOILS PER GEOTECH.

SLAB ON GRADE REF. TO PLAN

REINFORCEMENT REF. TO PLAN

1/2" PRE-MOLDED JOINT

CIVIL SLAB BY OTHERS

EMBED. PLATE
REF. TO DETAILS

#5 @ 12" O.C. E.W. E.F.

PRE-CAST PLANK REF. TO PLAN

2" TOPPING PRE-APPLIED

0' - 11 3/4"

0
' -

 4
"

STEEL BEAM
REF. TO PLAN

MASONRY FACADE
REF. TO ARCH.

8" CONCRETE CURB

#5 U-BARS @ 16" O.C. 
MAX.

#5 LONGITUDINAL TYP.

GUARDRAIL BY CONTRACTOR

200lbs OR 50plf

4
2

" 
M

IN
.

#5 @ 12" O.C. MAX. 
ADHESIVE ANCHORS

18GA. MIN. CFMF FRAMING BY 
CONTRACTOR TYP.
SUBMIT ENGINEERED SHOP 
DRAWINGS

CFMF BOX HEADER AS REQ'D

EQ EQ

1/2" = 1'-0"
3

Section 3

Foundation Plan
0' - 0"

Second Floor
Framing Plan

16' - 0"

F E.8

STEEL TUBE
REF. TO PLAN

3/8" STEEL PLATE W/ 
1/4" STIFFENERS @ 32" 
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WALL SECTION FOR NON-
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 
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3 3/8" GATE POST (TYP)

8" MASONRY WALL (TYP.)
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STONE CAP

PRE-MOLD
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JOINT FILLER

DUMPSTER SIDE &  LOCKABLE GATE ELEVATION

NTS

4" CONCRETE FILLED

STEEL GUARD POSTS

SET IN 12" CONCRETE

FOOTINGS (3 REQ'D)

CONCRETE FOUNDATION

(2) #5 BARS TOP & BOTTOM

GATE SHALL CONSIST OF

A VINYL PVC COVERING

3 3/8" GATE POST

SET IN CONCRETE

1'-8" 1'-8"

ENCLOSURE WALL
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Mar 5, 2026 at 10:56 am
Raven Wright
Good afternoon, Damon, I just spoke with the draft technicians. There are a few questions and issues that need to be addressed with their site plan. I see the dimensions on the second page, but it is not clear how far the foundation is encroaching into the right-of-way. Also, I believe I see a facade encroachment that you will be installing on the building. We will need the dimensions for the facade encroachment as well. Also, I believe that I see that you will encroach out into the alley. Based upon our measurements from the property line to the alley is not 18ft. Please clarify this measurement. 
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The highlighted dimensions express the width of each foundation and the distance that its encroaching.
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SITE PLAN DETAIL IMAGE SNIP
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Please note that this project went through plan review (BLD2025-01480) and was issued a permit. Per our records and understanding, no element of the facade is encroaching. Please confirm the area in question.
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Please note that this project went through plan review (BLD2025-01480) and was issued a permit. Per our records and understanding, the property line is based on our civil survey. The alley is documented at 20' per our survey. The only alley encroachment we are aware of at this time is the proposed footing documented on the site plan. Please confirm the area in question.
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