
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
Central Services Facility 

6425 Huber Street, Detroit, MI 48211 

313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/DWSD

Detroit Water & Sewerage Department 313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/dwsd

Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

Petition Map: 

Type of Petition 

 Outright Vacation 
 Conversion to Easement 

 Dedication 
 Encroachment 

 Berm Use 
 Temporary Closing 

Review Status 

The above petition has been received and reviewed by this office. Please see below for the review status as marked. 

 Approved Subject to 
Attached Provisions 

 Revise and Resubmit 

 Not Approved 

Additional Comments (if applicable): 

Attached is the DWSD provision related to the petition. 

Name Title Signature Date 
Reviewed 
by: 
Approved 
by: 

For Syed 
Ali



 PROVISIONS FOR ENCROACHMENT 
  
 
1. By approval of this petition the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) does not waive any of 

its rights to its facilities located in the right of way, and at all time, DWSD, its agents or employees, shall 
have the right to enter upon the right of way to maintain, repair, alter, service, inspect, or install its 
facilities. All costs incident to the damaging, dismantling, demolishing, removal and replacement of 
structures or other improvements herein permitted and incurred in gaining access to DWSD’s facilities for 
maintenance, repairing, alteration, servicing, or inspection by DWSD shall be borne by the petitioner. All 
costs associated with gaining access to DWSD’s facilities, which could normally be expected had the 
petitioner not encroached into the right of way shall be borne by DWSD. 

 
2. All construction performed under this petition shall not be commenced until after five (5) days written 

notice to DWSD. Seventy-two (72) hour notice shall also be provided in accordance with P.A. 53 1974, as 
amended, utilizing the MISS DIG one call system. 

 
3. Construction under this petition is subject to inspection and approval by DWSD. The cost of such 

inspection shall, at the discretion of DWSD, be borne by the petitioner. 
 
4. DWSD prohibits the use of heavy construction equipment or the storage of building material directly over 

or near DWSD facilities. DWSD also prohibits the use of cranes and balls or hydraulic rams for pavement 
removal where DWSD facilities are involved. If the water main or sewer facilities are broken or damaged 
as a result of any action on the part of the contractor, the contractor shall be liable for all costs incidental 
to the repair of such broken or damaged water main or sewer facilities. If DWSD facilities located within 
the street shall break or be damaged as the result of any action on the part of the petitioner, then in such 
event the petitioner agrees to be liable for all costs incident to the repair, replacement or relocation of 
such broken or damaged DWSD facilities. 

 
5. The petitioner shall hold DWSD harmless for any damage to the encroaching device constructed or 

installed under this petition, which may be caused by the failure of DWSD’s facilities. 
 
6. If at any time in the future the petitioner shall request removal and / or relocation of DWSD’s facilities in 

the street being encroached upon, the petitioner agrees to pay all costs for such removal and/or 
relocation. 

 
7. Prior to construction, Easement Encroachment Permit (EEP) should be obtained and the insurance 

required by the EEP should not expire until after completion of the construction. 
 

8. For any proposed work that involves DWSD water mains and/or sewers, an approval and a permit is 
required from DWSD before commencement of work. 

 
9. It is DWSD’s requirement that any proposed utility crossing DWSD water mains and/or sewers 

perpendicularly must maintain a minimum of 18 inches vertical clearance. Any proposed utility running 
adjacent to DWSD water mains and/or sewers must maintain a minimum of 10 feet lateral clearance 
including any conduit and/or manholes walls.  No utility is allowed to run along the top of the water main 
or/or sewer. 

 
10. It is DWSD’s requirement that no encroachment has a vertical clearance of less than 16 feet 

from the ground surface over DWSD water mains and/or sewers.  
 
 
 
 
Rev: 9/27/2023 
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Titan Design LLC 

25011 Annapolis St. 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48125 

contacttitandesign@gmail.com 

08 AUG 2025 

City of Detroit 

Department of Public Works – Right of Way Division 

Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 

2 Woodward Ave, Suite 642 

Detroit, MI 48226 

Re: Letter of Intent – Right-of-Way Encroachment for Existing Awning 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Hassan Darwiche, owner of Titan Design LLC, located at 25011 Annapolis St, Dearborn 

Heights, MI 48125. I am writing on behalf of the property owner, Ali Darwiche, of City Properties MI LLC, 

located at 7701 West Vernor Highway, Detroit, MI 48209. Titan Design LLC is the applicant for this 

request and is authorized to represent City Properties MI LLC in all matters related to this project. 

This request pertains to an existing awning on the property at 7701 West Vernor Highway, which extends 

into the public right-of-way above the sidewalks along Central Street and West Vernor Highway. The 

purpose of this letter is to seek approval of a Right-of-Way Encroachment Application for the awning. 

The awning currently projects above the sidewalk and does not involve any new construction or 

modification as part of this request. The associated building permit application (Permit No. BLD2025-

00541) is primarily for interior work within the building and does not include exterior alterations. The 

encroachment approval must be secured before revisions can be submitted under the active building 

permit. 

In summary, the proposal seeks to: 

• Document the location and dimensions of the existing awning encroaching into the right-of-way. 

• Obtain right-of-way approval from the City of Detroit Department of Public Works. 

• Coordinate encroachment approval with the existing building permit process. 

• Clarify that no construction activity is proposed on the awning itself under this request. 

We respectfully request the City’s review and approval of this application so the project may proceed in 

compliance with all municipal requirements. 

Please feel free to contact me at contacttitandesign@gmail.com regarding any questions, required 

documentation, or next steps. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Hassan Darwiche 

Titan Design LLC 

On behalf of Ali Darwiche, City Properties MI LLC 
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2015 MICHIGAN UNIFORM ENERGY CODE AND  ASHRAE 901.1-2013 + 2015 IECC ANSI 117.1-1-2017
2021 MICHIGAN MECHANICAL CODE.
2021 MICHIGAN PLUMBING CODE.
2023 NEC AND THE MICHIGAN PART 8 ELECTRIC RULES.
2021 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.
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1. THIS PROJECT INVOLVES AN EXISTING AWNING THAT ENCROACHES

INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ABOVE THE SIDEWALKS ADJACENT
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RIGHT-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENT APPLICATION SHALL BE
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1
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PROJECT DATA
PROJECT APN/PARCEL ID:
LOT SIZE:
GROSS FLOOR AREA:
CURRENT USE:
ZONING CODE:
CONSTRUCTION TYPE
YEAR BUILT:
HEAT:
PARKING:
BARRIER FREE SPACES:

20004327.002L
.442 ACRE OR 18,370.0 SF.
17,098.4 SF.
STORES-RETAIL/NS
B-4
IIIB / NONSPRINKLED
1928
FORCED AIR
(3) TOTAL SPACES 9'X20' TYP.
(1) B.F. SPACE 18'X20'

SITE PLAN
2

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0" 

REFERENCES
APPLICABLE CODES

2021 MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE,
2021 MICHIGAN REHABILITATION CODE (PRESCRIPTIVE METHOD)
2015 MICHIGAN UNIFORM ENERGY CODE AND  ASHRAE 901.1-2013 + 2015 IECC ANSI 117.1-1-2017
2021 MICHIGAN MECHANICAL CODE.
2021 MICHIGAN PLUMBING CODE.
2023 NEC AND THE MICHIGAN PART 8 ELECTRIC RULES.
2021 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.

SCOPE
OF WORK
1. THIS PROJECT INVOLVES AN EXISTING AWNING THAT ENCROACHES

INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ABOVE THE SIDEWALKS ADJACENT
TO CENTRAL STREET AND WEST VERNOR HIGHWAY. A
RIGHT-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENT APPLICATION SHALL BE
SUBMITTED TO AND APPROVED BY THE CITY OF DETROIT PRIOR TO
RESUBMITTAL OF REVISIONS UNDER BUILDING PERMIT NO.
BLD2025-00541. THE SCOPE OF WORK INCLUDES DOCUMENTATION
OF THE EXISTING AWNING DIMENSIONS AND LOCATION,
COORDINATION WITH THE CITY FOR ENCROACHMENT APPROVAL,
AND SUBSEQUENT SUBMISSION OF REVISED CONSTRUCTION
DOCUMENTS TO THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT. NO CONSTRUCTION
OR MODIFICATIONS ARE TAKING PLACE ON THE AWNING ITSELF,
AND THE ASSOCIATED BUILDING PERMIT WORK INVOLVES ONLY
THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING OR FACADE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE
PARCEL'S PROPERTY LINES.
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(4) OVERHEAD LED AREA
LIGHTS MOUNTED @ 15'-0"

ABOVE GRADE | 18"W X
15"D | 15" ENCROACHMENT

INTO SIDEWALK  ALONG
CENTRAL ST.

EXISTING AWNING | SOFFIT
LOCATED @ 10'-0" ABOVE

GRADE | AWNING PROJECTS
2'-0" INTO SIDEWALK ALONG
W. VERNOR HWY. & CENTRAL

ST. | 7'-6" FROM SOFFIT TO
RIDGE

EXISTING CANOPY | SOFFIT
LOCATED @ 10'-0" ABOVE
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VERNOR HWY. | 11'-9" FROM
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PROJECT DATA
PROJECT APN/PARCEL ID:
LOT SIZE:
GROSS FLOOR AREA:
CURRENT USE:
ZONING CODE:
CONSTRUCTION TYPE
YEAR BUILT:
HEAT:
PARKING:
BARRIER FREE SPACES:

20004327.002L
.442 ACRE OR 18,370.0 SF.
17,098.4 SF.
STORES-RETAIL/NS
B-4
IIIB / NONSPRINKLED
1928
FORCED AIR
(3) TOTAL SPACES 9'X20' TYP.
(1) B.F. SPACE 18'X20'

SITE PLAN
2

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0" 

STOPLIGHT POLE

LIGHT POLE

MAILBOX

LANDSCAPED AREA

PUBLIC TRASH CAN TYP.

UNIT A
/ RETAIL USE /

M-OCCUPANCY /
10,106.0 SF. / (4)
EXIT(S) PROVIDED

UNIT B
/ RETAIL USE /

M-OCCUPANCY /
1,516.0 SF. / (1)

EXIT(S) PROVIDED

UNIT C
/ RETAIL USE /

M-OCCUPANCY /
1,875.0 SF. / (1)

EXIT(S) PROVIDED

UNIT E
/ RETAIL USE /

M-OCCUPANCY /
222.0 SF / (1)

EXIT(S) PROVIDED

UNIT D
/ RETAIL USE /

M-OCCUPANCY /
697.0 SF / (1)

EXIT(S)
PROVIDED

REFERENCES
APPLICABLE CODES

2021 MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE,
2021 MICHIGAN REHABILITATION CODE (PRESCRIPTIVE METHOD)
2015 MICHIGAN UNIFORM ENERGY CODE AND  ASHRAE 901.1-2013 + 2015 IECC ANSI 117.1-1-2017
2021 MICHIGAN MECHANICAL CODE.
2021 MICHIGAN PLUMBING CODE.
2023 NEC AND THE MICHIGAN PART 8 ELECTRIC RULES.
2021 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.

SCOPE
OF WORK
1. THIS PROJECT INVOLVES AN EXISTING AWNING THAT ENCROACHES

INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ABOVE THE SIDEWALKS ADJACENT
TO CENTRAL STREET AND WEST VERNOR HIGHWAY. A
RIGHT-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENT APPLICATION SHALL BE
SUBMITTED TO AND APPROVED BY THE CITY OF DETROIT PRIOR TO
RESUBMITTAL OF REVISIONS UNDER BUILDING PERMIT NO.
BLD2025-00541. THE SCOPE OF WORK INCLUDES DOCUMENTATION
OF THE EXISTING AWNING DIMENSIONS AND LOCATION,
COORDINATION WITH THE CITY FOR ENCROACHMENT APPROVAL,
AND SUBSEQUENT SUBMISSION OF REVISED CONSTRUCTION
DOCUMENTS TO THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT. NO CONSTRUCTION
OR MODIFICATIONS ARE TAKING PLACE ON THE AWNING ITSELF,
AND THE ASSOCIATED BUILDING PERMIT WORK INVOLVES ONLY
THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING OR FACADE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE
PARCEL'S PROPERTY LINES.
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