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Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

Petition Map: 

Type of Petition 

 Outright Vacation 
 Conversion to Easement 

 Dedication 
 Encroachment 

 Berm Use 
 Temporary Closing 

Review Status 

The above petition has been received and reviewed by this office. Please see below for the review status as marked. 

 Approved Subject to 
Attached Provisions 

 Revise and Resubmit 

 Not Approved 

Additional Comments (if applicable): 

Attached is the DWSD provision related to the petition. 

Name Title Signature Date 
Reviewed 
by: 
Approved 
by: 



 
 

 

  
PROVISIONS FOR OUTRIGHT VACATION 

 
 
 
Provided that the petitioner shall design and construct proposed sewers and/or water mains and 
make the connections to the existing public sewers and/or water mains as required and approved 
by the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) prior to abandoning the sewers and/or 
water mains petitioned for outright vacation. 
 
Provided that the plans for the sewers and or water mains shall be prepared by a licensed 
professional engineer registered in the State of Michigan; and further; 
 
Provided that DWSD be and is hereby authorized to review the drawings for the proposed sewers 
and or water mains and to issue permits for the construction of the sewers and or water mains, and 
further; 
 
Provided that the entire work is to be performed in accordance with the current DWSD 
standards/specifications and approved by DWSD and constructed under the inspection and 
approval of DWSD; and further; 
 
Provided that the entire cost of the proposed sewers and or water mains construction, including 
inspection, survey and engineering shall be borne by the petitioner; and further; 
 
Provided that the petitioner shall deposit with DWSD, in advance of engineering, inspection and 
survey, such amounts as the department deems necessary to cover the costs of these services; 
and further; 
 
Provided that the petitioner shall grant to the City a satisfactory easement, if applicable, for the 
sewers and/or water mains; and further; 
 
Provided that the Board of Water Commissioners shall accept and execute the easement grant on 
behalf of the City; and further; 
 
Provided, that the petitioner shall provide DWSD with as –built drawings on the proposed sewers 
and or water mains; and further; 
 
Provided that the petitioner shall provide a one (1) year warranty for the proposed sewers and or 
water mains; and further; 
 
Provided that upon satisfactory completion, the proposed sewers and/or water mains shall become 
City property and become part of the City system. Any existing sewers and/or water mains that 
were abandoned shall belong to the petitioner and will no longer be the responsibility of the City. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev: 3/01/2021 
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THE MANNIK & SMITH GROUP, INC. 1 
 

August 12, 2025 
 
 
The Honorable City Council 
Attn: Office of the City Clerk 
200 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
2 Woodward Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan  48226 
 
RE: Petition to Vacate and Convert to Easement Alley north of Trombly, between Riopelle and Orleans. 
 
The Honorable City Council: 
 
On behalf of DTE Energy, we are petitioning the City of Detroit to: 
 
Vacate and convert to easement the Alley just north of Trombly between Riopelle and Orleans. The section of the 
Alley to be vacated is 18’ wide and 381’ in length and is shown on attached Exhibit A.  
 
This request on behalf of DTE Energy for the vacation and conversion to easement of this section of Alley is being proposed 
due to future construction activity planned on the site.  DTE Energy owns nearly all properties on both sides of the alley: 

 Parcel ID 070001524-9; 6434 Riopelle St 
o Lots 11, 12, 13, and 14 of Bissell & Post’s Subdivision 
o Lots 48, 49 and 63 of Stocking’s Subdivision  

 Parcel ID 070001505-15; 1501 Trombly St 
o Lots 1 to 10 of Bissell & Post’s Subdivision 
o Lots 50, 51 and 62 of Stocking’s Subdivision 

 Parcel IDs 070001523-15 and 070001522-16; 1544 Lyman Pl & 1550 Lyman Pl 
o Lots 15 & 16 of Bissell & Post’s Subdivision 

 Parcel IDs 070001521-17, 07001520-18 & 070001519-19; 1556 Lyman Pl, 1562 Lyman Pl & 1568 Lyman Pl 
o Lots 17, 18 & 19 of Bissell & Post’s Subdivision 

 Parcel IDs 07001518-20; 1574 Lyman Pl 
o Lot 20 of Bissell & Post’s Subdivision 

DTE recently purchased Lot 20 (1574 Lyman Place) on August 7, 2025.  

This petition is for a vacation and conversion to easement of a section of Alley within the limits shown on Exhibit A.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Van Defibaugh, PE, PMP, LEED AP  
Principal / Vice President / Energy Market Lead 
 
cc: J Dean  

Attachments: Exhibit A 

 

 

 
Alley Vacation-Detroit-DTE LTR 25.08.12.docx 

 

607 Shelby St., Suite 300, Detroit, Michigan 48226     Tel: 313.961.9500     Fax: 313.961.9509     www.MannikSmithGroup.com 
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