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February 13, 2025

RE: SEEKING FORMAL ENCROACHMENT APPROVAL FOR DR. OSSIAN SWEET PROJECT

This letter is being submitted along with the formal request for approval of a small park development located in the ROW at the corner of Charlevoix and Garland St. on Detroit’s east side.   This work is associated with the adjacent Dr. Ossian Sweet House and Dr. Ossian Sweet Memorial Plaza construction led by GSD parks division.  

The project is completing design and nearing construction this coming spring.  When the project kicked off in the spring of 2024 GSD met with TED and had an informal meeting (3/27/24) to understand if the encroachment seemed permissible.   GSD met with representatives Ahmad Fawaz, Sonny Jacobs, and Prasad Nannapaneni, and Jay Biernat to discuss the plans.  Sighting similar park ROW projects like the Grand Parklet off Gratiot Ave, TED saw no objection to the work we were proposing if the project did not create any visual barriers to vehicular traffic.  Since that time, we have developed the plans accordingly and are now seeking formal approval to proceed with the work.

The property will be maintained by the General Services Department and will be supplementary to the memorial park that will be located across the street.  
Thank you for your consideration and If you have any questions or concerns about the project, please contact me at 313.400.5014 or kleinj@detroitmi.gov . 


Thank you,
Jeffrey Klein
Jeff Klein
Deputy Chief of Landscape Architecture
General Services Department City of Detroit 
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