
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
Central Services Facility 

6425 Huber Street, Detroit, MI 48211 

313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/DWSD
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Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

Petition Map: 

Type of Petition 

 Outright Vacation 
 Conversion to Easement 

 Dedication 
 Encroachment 

 Berm Use 
 Temporary Closing 

Review Status 

The above petition has been received and reviewed by this office. Please see below for the review status as marked. 

 Approved Subject to 
Attached Provisions 

 Revise and Resubmit 

 Not Approved 

Additional Comments (if applicable): 

Attached is the DWSD provision related to the petition. 

Name Title Signature Date 
Reviewed 
by: 
Approved 
by: 

For Syed 
Ali



 PROVISIONS FOR ENCROACHMENT 
  
 
1. By approval of this petition the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) does not waive any of 

its rights to its facilities located in the right of way, and at all time, DWSD, its agents or employees, shall 
have the right to enter upon the right of way to maintain, repair, alter, service, inspect, or install its 
facilities. All costs incident to the damaging, dismantling, demolishing, removal and replacement of 
structures or other improvements herein permitted and incurred in gaining access to DWSD’s facilities for 
maintenance, repairing, alteration, servicing, or inspection by DWSD shall be borne by the petitioner. All 
costs associated with gaining access to DWSD’s facilities, which could normally be expected had the 
petitioner not encroached into the right of way shall be borne by DWSD. 

 
2. All construction performed under this petition shall not be commenced until after five (5) days written 

notice to DWSD. Seventy-two (72) hour notice shall also be provided in accordance with P.A. 53 1974, as 
amended, utilizing the MISS DIG one call system. 

 
3. Construction under this petition is subject to inspection and approval by DWSD. The cost of such 

inspection shall, at the discretion of DWSD, be borne by the petitioner. 
 
4. DWSD prohibits the use of heavy construction equipment or the storage of building material directly over 

or near DWSD facilities. DWSD also prohibits the use of cranes and balls or hydraulic rams for pavement 
removal where DWSD facilities are involved. If the water main or sewer facilities are broken or damaged 
as a result of any action on the part of the contractor, the contractor shall be liable for all costs incidental 
to the repair of such broken or damaged water main or sewer facilities. If DWSD facilities located within 
the street shall break or be damaged as the result of any action on the part of the petitioner, then in such 
event the petitioner agrees to be liable for all costs incident to the repair, replacement or relocation of 
such broken or damaged DWSD facilities. 

 
5. The petitioner shall hold DWSD harmless for any damage to the encroaching device constructed or 

installed under this petition, which may be caused by the failure of DWSD’s facilities. 
 
6. If at any time in the future the petitioner shall request removal and / or relocation of DWSD’s facilities in 

the street being encroached upon, the petitioner agrees to pay all costs for such removal and/or 
relocation. 

 
7. Prior to construction, Easement Encroachment Permit (EEP) should be obtained and the insurance 

required by the EEP should not expire until after completion of the construction. 
 

8. For any proposed work that involves DWSD water mains and/or sewers, an approval and a permit is 
required from DWSD before commencement of work. 

 
9. It is DWSD’s requirement that any proposed utility crossing DWSD water mains and/or sewers 

perpendicularly must maintain a minimum of 18 inches vertical clearance. Any proposed utility running 
adjacent to DWSD water mains and/or sewers must maintain a minimum of 10 feet lateral clearance 
including any conduit and/or manholes walls.  No utility is allowed to run along the top of the water main 
or/or sewer. 

 
10. It is DWSD’s requirement that no encroachment has a vertical clearance of less than 16 feet 

from the ground surface over DWSD water mains and/or sewers.  
 
 
 
 
Rev: 9/27/2023 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 13, 2025 
 

RE: SEEKING FORMAL ENCROACHMENT APPROVAL FOR DR. OSSIAN SWEET 
PROJECT 

 
This letter is being submitted along with the formal request for approval of a small 
park development located in the ROW at the corner of Charlevoix and Garland St. on 
Detroit’s east side.   This work is associated with the adjacent Dr. Ossian Sweet House 
and Dr. Ossian Sweet Memorial Plaza construction led by GSD parks division.   
 
The project is completing design and nearing construction this coming spring.  When 
the project kicked off in the spring of 2024 GSD met with TED and had an informal 
meeting (3/27/24) to understand if the encroachment seemed permissible.   GSD met 
with representatives Ahmad Fawaz, Sonny Jacobs, and Prasad Nannapaneni, and Jay 
Biernat to discuss the plans.  Sighting similar park ROW projects like the Grand 
Parklet off Gratiot Ave, TED saw no objection to the work we were proposing if the 
project did not create any visual barriers to vehicular traffic.  Since that time, we have 
developed the plans accordingly and are now seeking formal approval to proceed 
with the work. 
 
The property will be maintained by the General Services Department and will be 
supplementary to the memorial park that will be located across the street.   

Thank you for your consideration and If you have any questions or concerns about 
the project, please contact me at 313.400.5014 or kleinj@detroitmi.gov .  

 
 
Thank you, 

Jeffrey Klein 
Jeff Klein 
Deputy Chief of Landscape Architecture 
General Services Department 
City of Detroit  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kleinj@detroitmi.gov
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CAUTION!!
THE LOCATIONS AND ELEVATIONS OF EXISTING UNDERGROUND
UTILITIES AS SHOWN ON THIS DRAWING ARE ONLY
APPROXIMATE.  NO GUARANTEE IS EITHER EXPRESSED OR
IMPLIED AS TO THE COMPLETENESS OR ACCURACY THEREOF.
THE CONTRACTOR SHALL BE EXCLUSIVELY RESPONSIBLE FOR
DETERMINING THE EXACT UTILITY LOCATIONS AND ELEVATIONS
PRIOR TO THE START OF CONSTRUCTION.
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1.  DO NOT SCALE OFF THE DRAWINGS,
DETAILS ARE NOT TO SCALE.

2.   CHECK ALL MANUFACTURER'S
SPECIFICATIONS AND DRAWINGS FOR
FURTHER DETAILED INFORMATION.

3.  CONTRACTOR TO SUPPLY AND
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APPROVED THEFT DETERRENT
PRODUCT TO ALL SITE AMENITIES
WHERE APPLICABLE.
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WABASH BOX

METER METER VALVES COUPLINGS

5/8 INCH 7 1/2 INCHES 3/4 INCH 3/4 INCH

3/4 INCH 9 INCHES 1 INCH 1 INCH

1 INCH 10 3/4 INCHES 1 1/4 INCHES 1 1/4 INCHES

Please contact our Customer Care Center for questions 
or to schedule an appointment at  313-267-8000.

DOUBLE-CHECK VALVE  BACK-FLOW PREVENTION DEVICE

DWSD 
STOP
BOX

Whenever a residence has a secondary water supply, a double-check valve or other back-flow prevention devices 
meeting the approval of the Detroit Health Department will be required to be installed within 180 inches of 
the premises or where provisions are made for a Fire Department pumper supply to premises.

WATER FLOW

GROUND LEVEL

Depth 
not less 
than 60”.

9 1/2”

24”

Copper 
pipes

Meter

Wabash Box 
Double Lid

See Size 
below.

2 Stacked 
20” crocks

The depth of the service line shall be installed below 
the lowest frost line. The heat generated from the 
soil at the base of the meter pit will circulate warm 
air and keep the service from freezing during winter.

*National Pipe Thread (NPT)

Inlet Angle
Yoke Key 

Valve*

Outlet Yoke 
Check 
Valve*

OR

Outlet Yoke 
Coupling 

ELLS*
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