
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
Central Services Facility 
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313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/DWSD

Detroit Water & Sewerage Department 313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/dwsd

Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

Petition Map: 

Type of Petition 

 Outright Vacation 
 Conversion to Easement 

 Dedication 
 Encroachment 

 Berm Use 
 Temporary Closing 

Review Status 

The above petition has been received and reviewed by this office. Please see below for the review status as marked. 

 Approved Subject to 
Attached Provisions 

 Revise and Resubmit 

 Not Approved 

Additional Comments (if applicable): 

Attached is the DWSD provision related to the petition. 

Name Title Signature Date 
Reviewed 
by: 
Approved 
by: 

For Syed 
Ali



 

 PROVISIONS FOR CONVERSION TO EASEMENT  
 
 
 
1.  An easement, the full width of the existing right of way, is reserved for the Detroit Water and 

Sewerage Department (DWSD) for the purpose of installing, maintaining, repairing, 
removing, or replacing any sewers, water mains, fire hydrants and appurtenances, with the 
right of ingress and egress at any time to, and over said easement for the purpose above 
set forth. Any proposed fencing across the easement must have a gate installed to permit 
access for DWSD forces. The gate shall remain unlocked 24 hours a day, unless a guard is 
stationed near the gate to allow the DWSD ingress and egress at any time. The minimum 
dimensions of the gate or gates shall provide 15-foot vertical and 13 foot horizontal 
clearances for freedom of DWSD equipment movement.   

 
Free and easy access to the sewers, water mains, fire hydrants and manholes and 
structures within the easement is required for DWSD equipment, including the use of 
backhoes, bull dozers, cranes or pipe trucks, and other heavy construction equipment, as 
necessary for the alteration or repair of the sewer and/or water main facilities.   

 
DWSD retains the right to install suitable permanent main location guide posts over its water 
mains at reasonable intervals and at points of deflection. 

 
 
2.  Said owners of the adjoining property, for themselves, their heirs and assigns, agree that no 

building or structure of any nature whatsoever, including fences, porches, patios, balconies, 
etc., shall be built upon or over said easement, or that no grade changes or storage of 
materials shall be made within said easement without prior written approval and agreement 
with DWSD. 

 
            DWSD prohibits the use of heavy construction equipment or the storage of building material 

directly over or near DWSD facilities. DWSD also prohibits the use of cranes and balls or 
hydraulic rams for pavement removal where DWSD facilities are involved. If the water main 
and/or sewer facilities are broken or damaged as a result of any action on the part of the 
contractor, the contractor shall be liable for any and all costs incidental to the repair of such 
broken or damaged water main and/or sewer facilities. 

 
 
3.  If at any time in the future, the owners of any lots abutting on said conversion to easement 

shall request the removal and/or relocation of the aforementioned utilities in said easement, 
such owners shall pay all costs incidental to such removal and/or relocation. It is further 
provided that if sewers, water mains, and/or appurtenances in said easement shall break or 
be damaged as a result of any action on the part of the owner, or assigns, then in such 
event, the owner or assigns shall be liable for all costs incidental to the repair of such 
broken or damaged sewers and/or water mains, and shall also be liable for any and all 
claims for damages resulting from his action. 

 
 
 
Revised: 01/11/2021 
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July 12, 2024                                            
 
Honorable Detroit City Council 
c/o Detroit City Clerk 
2 Woodward Avenue 
200 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
 
RE: Giffels Webster – Request for a right-of-way vacation with reservation of the public utility easement of the Public 
Alley (20 foot wide) in the block bounded by W. Elizabeth (50 feet wide), Clifford Street (60 feet wide), W. Adams 
Avenue (60 feet wide), and Cass Avenue (71 feet wide). 
  
Giffels Webster, 28 W. Adams, Suite 1200, Detroit, Michigan 48226 on behalf of Olympia Development of Michigan, 
LLC, 2211 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201, respectfully requests the following vacation of the public alley right-
of-way in the block bound by W. Elizabeth (50 feet wide), Clifford Street (60 feet wide), W. Adams Avenue (60 feet 
wide), and Cass Avenue (71 feet wide).: 
 

• The vacation with the reservation of a public utility easement of the east-west public alley from the western 
Clifford Street (60 feet wide) right-of-way to the eastern Cass Avenue (71 feet wide) right-of-way of the 20-
foot-wide east-west public alley.  

 
The petitioner is the owner of all the adjacent parcels to the subject alley. These parcels are 215, 223, 231, 237, 245 
W. Elizabeth and 204, 212, 220, 228, 240, 248 W. Adams. 
 
Please note that it is the Petitioner’s intent to work with each utility entity independently from the DPW petition 
process to terminate their individual easement rights during the proposed plat amendment court action.  
 
Please refer to the attached detailed sketch for further clarification. 
 
If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (M) 313.980.1469 or at 
mmarks@giffelswebster.com.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
Michael W. Marks P.E.,  
Treasurer | Partner 
Giffels Webster 
 
attachments 
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WARRANTY DEED 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That GAIL M. KEARNEY, a natural person whose address is 2807 Turtle 
Grove Ct., Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302, LYLA T. GIRVAN, formerly known as Lyla T. Garceau, a natural 
person whose address is 2363 Monte Vista Ct., Lake Orion, MI 48360, NANCY L. BRISSETTE, a natural person 
whose address is 4206 N. Francis Shores Ave., Sanford, Michigan 48657, JOSEPH L. SHEHAN II, a natural person 
whose address is 3370 Rocky Crest, Rochester Hills, Michigan 48306, and PATRICIA A. SHEHAN, f/k/a PATRICIA 
A. SPLUDE, a natural person whose address is 22 Squash Blossom Trail, Palm Coast, Florida 32164, as joint tenants
with full rights of survivorship, survivors of themselves and their deceased joint tenants, Wayne C. Shehan, whose
death certificate is recorded in Liber 36152, Page 683, Wayne County Records, Joseph L. Shehan, whose death
certificate is recorded in Liber 56751, Page 1450, Wayne County Records, and Louise A. Shehan, whose death
certificate is recorded in Liber 55088, Page 114, Wayne County Records, as to Parcels 1 and 3 in Exhibit A, and as
joint tenants with rights of surivorship as to Parcel 2 in Exhibit A (collectively, "Grantor") convey and warrant to 204
ADAMS, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company, whose address is 2043 South Bend Ave., #136 South Bend, IN
46637 ("Grantee"), the following described premises situated in the City of Detroit, County of Wayne and State of
Michigan:

See Attached Exhibit A 

For the consideration, please see the Real Estate Transfer Tax Valuation Affidavit filed herewith. 

together with all buildings and other improvements situated thereon, all fixtures and other property affixed thereto and 
all right, title and interest of Grantor in and to adjacent streets, alleys and rights-of-way, and all tenements, 
hereditaments, and appurtenances, if any, including, without limitation, rights, if any, to strips or gores between the 
real property described above, subject to existing zoning ordinances of record. 

Subject to real estate taxes and assessments for the year 2021 not yet due and payable. 

















Exhibit A 
Legal Description 

Land in the City of Detroit, Wayne County, MI, described as follows: 

PARCEL 1: 
Lot 96 of PLAT OF PARK LOTS 84, 85 & 86 according to the plat thereof recorded in Liber 7 of City Records, Page 
27 of Wayne County Records. 

Commonly known as: 204 W. Adams A venue 
Tax Parcel ID: Ward 02 Item 000379 

PARCEL 2: 
Lot 97 of PLAT OF PARK LOTS 84, 85 & 86 according to the plat thereof recorded in Liber 7 of City Records, Page 
27 of Wayne County Records. 

Commonly known as: 212 W. Adams Avenue 
Tax Parcel ID: Ward 02 Item 000378 

PARCEL 3: 
Lot 98 and the East 13 feet of Lot 99 of PLAT OF PARK LOTS 84, 85 & 86 according to the plat thereof recorded in 
Liber 7 of City Records, Page 27 of Wayne County Records. 

Commonly known as: 220 W. Adams Avenue 
Tax Parcel ID: Ward 02 Item 000376-7 
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