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Detroit Water & Sewerage Department 313-267-8000   •   detroitmi.gov/dwsd

Letter of Transmittal 

Date: 

Petition Map: 

Type of Petition 

 Outright Vacation 
 Conversion to Easement 

 Dedication 
 Encroachment 

 Berm Use 
 Temporary Closing 

Review Status 

The above petition has been received and reviewed by this office. Please see below for the review status as marked. 

 Approved Subject to 
Attached Provisions 

 Revise and Resubmit 

 Not Approved 

Additional Comments (if applicable): 

Attached is the DWSD provision related to the petition. 

Name Title Signature Date 
Reviewed 
by: 
Approved 
by: 

For Syed 
Ali



 PROVISIONS FOR ENCROACHMENT 
  
 
1. By approval of this petition the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) does not waive any of 

its rights to its facilities located in the right of way, and at all time, DWSD, its agents or employees, shall 
have the right to enter upon the right of way to maintain, repair, alter, service, inspect, or install its 
facilities. All costs incident to the damaging, dismantling, demolishing, removal and replacement of 
structures or other improvements herein permitted and incurred in gaining access to DWSD’s facilities for 
maintenance, repairing, alteration, servicing, or inspection by DWSD shall be borne by the petitioner. All 
costs associated with gaining access to DWSD’s facilities, which could normally be expected had the 
petitioner not encroached into the right of way shall be borne by DWSD. 

 
2. All construction performed under this petition shall not be commenced until after five (5) days written 

notice to DWSD. Seventy-two (72) hour notice shall also be provided in accordance with P.A. 53 1974, as 
amended, utilizing the MISS DIG one call system. 

 
3. Construction under this petition is subject to inspection and approval by DWSD. The cost of such 

inspection shall, at the discretion of DWSD, be borne by the petitioner. 
 
4. DWSD prohibits the use of heavy construction equipment or the storage of building material directly over 

or near DWSD facilities. DWSD also prohibits the use of cranes and balls or hydraulic rams for pavement 
removal where DWSD facilities are involved. If the water main or sewer facilities are broken or damaged 
as a result of any action on the part of the contractor, the contractor shall be liable for all costs incidental 
to the repair of such broken or damaged water main or sewer facilities. If DWSD facilities located within 
the street shall break or be damaged as the result of any action on the part of the petitioner, then in such 
event the petitioner agrees to be liable for all costs incident to the repair, replacement or relocation of 
such broken or damaged DWSD facilities. 

 
5. The petitioner shall hold DWSD harmless for any damage to the encroaching device constructed or 

installed under this petition, which may be caused by the failure of DWSD’s facilities. 
 
6. If at any time in the future the petitioner shall request removal and / or relocation of DWSD’s facilities in 

the street being encroached upon, the petitioner agrees to pay all costs for such removal and/or 
relocation. 

 
7. Prior to construction, Easement Encroachment Permit (EEP) should be obtained and the insurance 

required by the EEP should not expire until after completion of the construction. 
 

8. For any proposed work that involves DWSD water mains and/or sewers, an approval and a permit is 
required from DWSD before commencement of work. 

 
9. It is DWSD’s requirement that any proposed utility crossing DWSD water mains and/or sewers 

perpendicularly must maintain a minimum of 18 inches vertical clearance. Any proposed utility running 
adjacent to DWSD water mains and/or sewers must maintain a minimum of 10 feet lateral clearance 
including any conduit and/or manholes walls.  No utility is allowed to run along the top of the water main 
or/or sewer. 

 
10. It is DWSD’s requirement that no encroachment has a vertical clearance of less than 16 feet 

from the ground surface over DWSD water mains and/or sewers.  
 
 
 
 
Rev: 9/27/2023 



 

March 12, 2024 
 
 
 
City of Detroit 
Maps and Records Bureau 
2 Woodward Avenue, Room 216 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
RE: REQUEST FOR RIGHTS-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENT   

• N/S 20-FT ALLEY LOCATED BETWEEN 2607-2627 14TH 
STREET AND 2616-2668 15TH STREET  

DETROIT, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
__________________________________________________________________ 
To whom it may concern: 
On behalf of MHT Housing, Inc, applicant for the above reference encroachments, 
we seek permission to make improvements to the following alley: 
 20-ft wide alley located between 2607-2627 14th Street and 2616-2668 15th 

Street; for the purposes of ingress/egress, and storm sewer crossings and 
connections.  A site plan created specifically for this purpose is included in 
this request.   

The requested improvements are related to construction of a new 4-story, mixed-
use development consisting of 49 residential units and 1st floor commercial space 
in one building fronting 14th Street, with rear access to the referenced alley.  Alley 
improvements are requested to provide safe ingress/egress from 75 Service Road, 
connecting to the existing 20-ft alley that divides the two properties.  Parking 
facilities are proposed west of the alley with drive connections to the alley, and 
sidewalk crossings connecting the building and parking area.  Related 
encroachment requests include storm sewer facilities to capture roof drainage from 
the new building, and route runoff from the building to stormwater storage and pre-
treatment facilities prior to discharging to the city combined sewer.   
Currently, portions of the alley are improved but in disrepair.   
Specific improvements include new 8-inch concrete pavement section and new 
stormwater catch basins, per city’s standards.  Given the use of the alley for 
overhead utilities, including the utility poles, we propose to pave around existing 
utility poles.  No curb and gutter or parking within the alley is proposed.   
 



 

 

A 15-inch storm sewer alley crossing is proposed to direct stormwater runoff from 14th 
Street westerly across the north/south alley to new stormwater facilities at the 15th Street 
properties.  The storm sewer crosses the alley perpendicularly at a depth of approximately 
4.7 feet below proposed pavement grades.  A second 15” storm sewer alley crossing is 
proposed to discharge stormwater to the combined sewer system in the alley connecting to 
a new storm structure constructed over the combined sewer.  The storm sewer crosses the 
alley perpendicularly at a depth of approximately 10.6 feet 
We respectfully request permission to provide the encroachments as described herein, and 
as illustrated in the attached site plan.   
Sincerely, 

 
__________________________ 
Paul Stoddard, AIA 
Director of Design and Construction  
MHT Housing, Inc. 
32500 Telegraph Road, Suite 100 
Detroit, Michigan  48025 
Tel.:  248-833-0552 
Email: pstoddard@mhthousing.net  

mailto:pstoddard@mhthousing.net
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three working days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, prior to excavation in the vicinity of utility lines.
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PLOT SCALE

SCALE

DRAWIN*

PRO-ECT

FRU SURWHFWLRQ RI XQGHUJURXQG XWLOLWLHV, WKH CONTRACTOR VKDOO GLDO 1�800�482�7171 OR 811 D PLQLPXP RI

WKUHH ZRUNLQJ GD\V, H[FOXGLQJ SDWXUGD\V, SXQGD\V DQG KROLGD\V, SULRU WR H[FDYDWLRQ LQ WKH YLFLQLW\ RI XWLOLW\ OLQHV.

AOO "MISS DI*" SDUWLFLSDWLQJ PHPEHUV ZLOO WKXV EH URXWLQHO\ QRWLILHG.  TKLV GRHV QRW UHOLHYH WKH CONTRACTOR

RI WKH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RI QRWLI\LQJ WKH XWLOLW\ RZQHUV ZKR PD\ QRW EH SDUW RI WKH "MISS DI*" DOHUW V\VWHP.

Know what's below.
before you dig.Call
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	Date: 10-18-2024
	Petition Map: 24-145
	Additional Comments if applicable: DWSD records indicate there is DWSD assets in the public right-of-way requested for encroachment. DWSD has no objections to the requested encroachment subject to the attached provision for encroachment is followed.
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