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November 8, 2017 

 

Application for Encroachment into Right of Way 

City of Detroit 

 

Applicant: Roman Bonislawski 

  Architect as representative for 

  SheWolf Pastifico & Bar 

 

Project location: 438 Selden Street 

   Detroit, MI  48201 

 

The SheWolf restaurant will soon be under construction, as a tenant build-out in an existing newly 

constructed building in the New Center area.  A main portion of the restaurant will occupy a recently 

approved addition onto the front of the new building which abuts the front property line.  There is a 

seasonal outdoor café seating for 30 proposed on the sidewalk, similar to other outdoor cafes in the city.   

 

In conjunction with the cafe, we are proposing three integral components in the Selden Street Right of 

Way: a retractable awning with a support structure, a planting bed with a hedge, and a sculpture. 

 

Awning framework: 

 In order to shield the patio seating from sun & rain we are proposing a retractable canvas awning 

along Selden Street.  In order to support the awning framework when open a painted steel tube framework 

is being proposed.  This acts as not only a structural support but a decorative framework in front of the 

building when the awning is closed.  Minimal foundations (with tops at 12” below grade) are proposed at 

the post bases to prevent the frame from heaving, but could be covered with concrete paving if needed in 

the future.  Stainless steel cables are proposed between the posts, so that flowering vine tendrils can climb 

up in the warmer months as a soft accent detail.  This framework would remain throughout the year, but is 

located within the proposed planting bed so as not to be an obstacle on the sidewalk.  

 

Planting bed: 

 The planting bed is proposed as an opening in the concrete sidewalk, with a viburnum hedge.  The 

hedge acts as a screening element for the patrons seated in the café, but also brings much needed 

landscaping up closer to the street.  This hedge falls in line with similar landscaping areas along Selden 

(specifically the neighboring church building), and would allow for the same 6’ clear path for walking along 

the sidewalk. 

 

Sculpture:   

 As a civic component to the project, a custom made sculpture is proposed in a prominent location 

along Selden Street.  This sculpture would sit on a hollow steel plate base, anchored to the sidewalk with 
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tamper-proof bolts.  The statue base would have sign letters for the restaurant, and integral lighting for the 

sculpture.  Though this would remain year round, the installation would be easily removable if needed in 

the future, no differently than the typical removable metal railings in the city.  Power to this sign and to the 

landscape lights within the planting bed would be supplied from the building, and run in a conduit under the 

sidewalk.  This power supply could also be easily terminated at the building if needed in the future. 

 

All of these components have intentionally been brought up as close as possible to Selden Street itself, in 

order to enliven the street, create a pedestrian scale and engage pedestrian traffic.  Selden Street has an 

large right of way, and the current 18’ deep sidewalk more than accommodates these improvements.   

 

Please feel free to contact me if any additional information is needed to process this request.  We 

understand that this will need approval from the various departments within the city, and if a hearing before 

the city council is also required for approval we would request that if needed. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

Roman Bonislawski, R.A. 

 

 

Enclosed, three copies: 

A101 floor plan, A201 elevations 

Two sheets of renderings 

Two sheets of material finishes 

Civil survey 

Two sheets of site photos 
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SIX EXAMPLES OF SCULPTURES MADE W
ITH SOLDERED METAL SHEETS

RESTAURANT LOGO, IN FLAT CUT COPPER LETTERS
L.E.D. STRIP IN COVE, UP ONTO SCULPTURE

“CAPITOLINE W
OLF” STATUE IN ROME, HAND CRAFTED INTO A CUSTOM COPPER SHEET SCULPTURE FORM IN A PATINA FINISH 




