
 

1426 Woodward Avenue 
Detroit, MI  48243 
 
The Honorable Detroit City Council 
In Care of: 
Honorable Janice M. Winfrey 
City Clerk, City of Detroit 
Office of the City Clerk 
Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
2 Woodward Ave, Room 200 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
July 29, 2014 
 
 
SUBJECT: PETITION FOR THE VACATION OF CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY 

(BETHUNE STREET ALLEY) 
 
Dear Sirs and Madams, 
 
M-1 RAIL is a Detroit-based, 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation that has been established 
for the purpose of designing, constructing, and operating a modern streetcar system 
within the downtown, Midtown, and New Center areas of the city of Detroit.  At the 
northern end of the Project, between Bethune Street and Custer Street, M-1 RAIL has 
proposed a Tech Center, to support streetcar operations, including vehicle maintenance 
activities and light-duty repairs.  A proposed site plan for the Tech Center is attached to 
this petition. 
 
M-1 RAIL requests the vacation of City of Detroit right-of-way to support design and 
construction of the Tech Center.  The requested City right-of-way is comprised of one 
north-south alley located approximately 225 feet east of Woodward Avenue.  The alley 
is twenty (20) feet wide and spans from Custer Street to Bethune Street.  The alley is 
situated between Parcel 01004299 to the west and Parcels 01002121 and 01002122 to 
the east.  A map of the requested City right-of-way is included with this petition. 
 
M-1 RAIL has acquired all Parcels bordering the requested City right-of-way.  Proof of 
our ownership of these Parcels is included with this petition. 
 
It is M-1 RAIL’s understanding that any municipal and/or privately-owned utilities 
within the alley limits must be relocated at the cost of M-1 RAIL.  M-1 RAIL intends to 
comply fully with this requirement as part of the final design and construction of the 
Tech Center, which is slated to begin in August 2014.  Although there is not a Design-
Build Team under contract at this time, M-1 RAIL anticipates the utility relocations will 
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be completed before the end of 2014.  A map of utilities located in the alley, as known to 
M-1 RAIL, is attached to this petition. 
 
Because of the unique financial structure of the Project, M-1 RAIL seeks the granting of 
this petition no later than October 24, 2014 to comply with requirements set forth under 
the New Market Tax Credits legislation.  It is our understanding, based on the 
Construction, Operations, and Maintenance Agreement (COMA) approved by City 
Council on June 24, 2014, that the City will expedite review periods by its departments. 
M-1 RAIL has provided an “administratively complete” application and will provide any 
available supporting documentation requested by City departments. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr. Paul Childs 
Chief Operating Officer 

 
 
 
Attachments (4); Site Plan, Right-of-Way Map, Parcel Deeds, Utility Map 
 
 
CC: Mr. Richard Doherty, City of Detroit Project Representative 
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