
Department of Public Works
City Engineering Division

September 28, 2017
Honorable City Council:
Re: Petition No. 1579, Prime Development,

request to Vacate and convert to ease-
ment the east-west public alley, 20 feet
wide, between Coyle and Robson.

Petition No. 1579 — Prime Development,
request to vacate and convert to easement
the east-west public alley, 20 feet wide, in
the block bounded by Coyle Avenue, 60
feet wide, Robson Avenue, 50 feet wide,
Mackenzie Avenue, 60 feet wide and Joy
Road, 66 feet wide. 
This request is being made for use as a

surface parking lot for the business on Joy
Road.
The petition was referred to the City

Engineering Division — DPW for investi-
gation (utility review) and report. This is
our report.
The request was approved by the Solid

Waste Division — DPW, and Traffic
Engineering — DPW.
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department

(DWSD) Has no objection to the conver-
sion to easement. The specific DWSD
provisions for easements are included in
the resolution.
All other involved City Departments,

including, Public Lighting Authority and
Public Lighting Department, also privately
owned utility companies have reported no
objections to the conversion of the public,
right-of-way into a private easement for
public utilities. Provisions protecting utility
installations are part of the attached
 resolution. 

Respectfully submitted,
RICHARD DOHERTY, PE.

City Engineer
City Engineering Division — DPW

By Council Member Benson:
Resolved, That the east-west public

alley, 20 feet wide, in the block bounded
by Coyle Avenue, 60 feet wide, Robson
Avenue, 50 feet wide, Mackenzie Avenue,
60 feet wide and Joy Road, 66 feet wide
being land in the City of Detroit, Wayne
County, Michigan being the east-west
public alley, 20 feet wide lying south of
and adjoining the south line of Lots 1, 2,
3, 4, and 5 and lying north of and adjoin-
ing the north line of Lot 6 and the vacated
alley adjoining “Obenauer — Barber —
Laing Orchard — Blvd. — Sub. part of the
east half of N.W. 1/4 of Section 6,
Greenfield Twp. T.2S.,R.11E. Wayne
County, Mich.” As recorded in Liber 46,
Page 90 of Plats, Wayne County Records;
also lying south of and adjoining the south
line of Lots 1124 thru 1129, both inclu-
sive, and lying north of and adjoining the
north line of Lot 1130 and the vacated
alley adjoining “Frischkorn's West
Chicago Boulevard Sub. of part of the
S.W. 1/4 of Section 31 T1S.,R11E, and
the W. 1/2 of N.W. 1/4 of Section 6

T2S.,R11E. Greenfield Twp., Wayne
County, Mich.” as recorded in Liber 46,
Page 11 of. Plats, Wayne County Records. 
Be and the same is hereby vacated as

a public right-of-way and converted into
private easement for public utilities of the
full width of the right-of-way, which ease-
ments shall be subject to the following
covenants and agreements, uses, reser-
vations and regulations, which shall be
observed by the owners of the lots abut-
ting on said rights-of-way and by their
heirs, executors, administrators and
assigns, forever to wit:
First, said owners hereby grant to and

for the use of the public easement or
right-of-way over said vacated public alley
herein above described for the purposes
of maintaining, installing, repairing, remov-
ing, or replacing public utilities such as
water mains, sewers, gas lines or mains,
telephone, electric light conduits or poles
or things usually placed or installed in a
public alley in the City of Detroit, with the
right to ingress and egress at any time to
and over said easement for the purpose
above set forth, 
Second, Said utility easement or right-

of-way in and over said vacated alley
herein above described shall be forever
accessible to the maintenance and
inspection forces of the utility companies,
or those specifically authorized by them
for the purpose of inspecting, installing,
maintaining, repairing, removing, or
replacing any sewer, conduit, water main,
gas line or main, telephone or light pole or
any utility facility placed or installed in the
utility easement or right-of-way. The utility
companies shall have the right to cross or
use the driveways and yards of the adjoin-
ing properties for ingress and egress at
any time to and over said utility easement
with any necessary equipment to perform
the above mentioned task, with the under-
standing that the utility companies shall
use due care in such crossing or use, and
that any property damaged by the utility
companies, other than that specifically
prohibited by this resolution, shall be
restored to a satisfactory condition,
Third, Said owners for their heirs and

assigns further agree that no buildings or
structures of any nature whatsoever
including, but not limited to, concrete
slabs or driveways, retaining or partition
walls, shall be built or placed upon said
easement, nor change of surface grade
made, without prior approval of the City
Engineering Division — DPW,
Fourth, That if the owners of any lots

abutting on said vacated alley shall
request the removal and/or relocation of
any existing poles or other utilities in said
easement, such owners shall pay all costs
incidental to such removal and/or reloca-
tion, unless such charges are waived by
the utility owners, 
Fifth, That if any utility located in said
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property shall break or be damaged as a
result of any action on the part of said
owners or assigns (by way of illustration
but not limitation) such as storage of
excessive weights of materials or con-
struction not in accordance with Section
3, mentioned above, then in such event
said owners or assigns shall be liable for
all costs incidental to the repair of; such
broken or damaged utility; and 
Provided, That an easement, the full

width of the existing right-of-way, is
reserved for the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department for the purpose of
installing, maintaining, repairing, remov-
ing, or replacing any sewers, water mains,
fire Hydrants and appurtenances, with the
right of ingress and egress at any time to,
and over said easement for the purpose
above set forth; and be it further 
Provided, That free and easy access to

the sewers, water mains, fire hydrants
and appurtenances within the easement
is required for Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department equipment, including the use
of backhoes, bull dozers, cranes or pipe
trucks, and other heavy construction
equipment, as necessary for the alteration
or repair of the sewer or water main facil-
ities; and be it further
Provided, That the Detroit Water and

Sewerage Department retains the right to
install suitable permanent main location
guide posts over its water mains at rea-
sonable intervals and at points deflection;
and be it further 
Provided, That said owners of the

adjoining property, for themselves, their
heirs and assigns, agree that no building

or structure of any nature whatsoever,
including porches, patios, balconies, etc.,
shall be built upon or over said easement,
or that no grade changes or storage of
materials shall be made within said ease-
ment without prior written approval and
agreement with the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department; and be it further
Provided, That if any time in the future,

the owners of any lots abutting on said
vacated alleys shall request the removal
and/or relocation of the aforementioned
utilities in said easement, such owners
shall pay all costs incident to such
removal and/or relocation. It is further pro-
vided that if sewers, water mains, and/or
appurtenances in said easement shall
break or be damaged as a result of any
action on the part of the owner, or
assigns, then in such event, the owner or
assigns shall be liable for all costs inci-
dent to the repair of such broken or dam-
aged sewers and water mains, and shall
also be liable for all claims for damages
resulting from his action; and be it further
Provided, That if it becomes necessary

to remove the paved alley returns at the
entrance (into Coyle Avenue or Robson
Avenue) such removal and construction of
new curb and sidewalk shall be done
under city permit and inspection accord-
ing to City Engineering Division — DPW
specifications with all costs borne by the
abutting owner(s), their heir or assigns;
and further
Provided, That the City Clerk shall

within 30 days record a certified copy of
this resolution with the Wayne County
Register of Deeds.
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Adopted as follows:
Yeas — Council Members Ayers,

Benson, Castaneda-Lopez, Leland,
Sheffield, Spivey, Tate and President
Jones — 8.
Nays — None.

––––––––
RESOLUTION URGING INCREASE
AND CONTINUATION OF SUPPORT
OF THE ROHINGYA REFUGEES

By COUNCIL MEMBER BENSON:
WHEREAS, The Rohingya people are

a Muslim minority group residing in the
Rakhine state in Myanmar (also known as
Burma), who are considered stateless
because the Myanmar government is
refusing to recognize them as lawful citi-
zens despite Rakine being their ancestral
home from time immemorial; and

WHEREAS, The Rohingya people lack
legal protection from the Myanmar gov-
ernment. There have been systematic and
widespread attacks by the Myanmar
police and military. Hundreds of thou-
sands Rohingya have fled their homeland
and the numbers are expected to only
increase. The United Nations Human
Rights Chief, Zeid Ra’ad Hussein, has
characterized the systematic removal of
these people as a textbook example of
ethnic cleansing; and
WHEREAS, According to accounts

from the fleeing individuals, the refugees
haver suffered unimaginable atrocities
such as gang rape, burnings of structures
and people, mass executions and brutal
beatings at the hands of the Myanmar
police and other government officials; and
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