
Department of Public Works
City Engineering Division

May 21, 2015
Honorable City Council:
Re: Petition No. 540, U of D Jesuit High

School and Academy, requests the
vacation and conversion to an ease-
ment of a 120 foot portion of
Cambridge Avenue between
Cherrylawn and the first alley west.

Petition No. 540 — U of D Jesuit High
School and Academy, request for vaca-
tion and conversion to easement and sub-
sequent revised to a temporary closure of
Cambridge Avenue, 50 feet wide, from
Cherrylawn Avenue, 75 feet wide, to the
north south public alley (now an ease-
ment) 18 feet wide, first west of
Cherrylawn Avenue. The request is being
made in order to expand a parking lot and
improve site security.

The petition was referred to the City
Engineering Division — DPW for investi-
gation (utility review) and report. This is
our report.

DPW — Traffic Engineering Division
(TED) objected to the original proposal for
a permanent closure, however they have
no objection to the revised request for a
temporary closure. Public Lighting
Department (PLD) reports having facili-
ties in the subject area, but they have no
objection provided access to their facili-
ties is maintained. Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department (DWSD) reports
no objection to the temporary closure pro-
vided that the provisions for temporary
closure are strictly followed. Provisions
protecting PLD and DWSD are a part of
the attached resolution.

All involved City departments  and pri-
vately owned utility companies have
reported no objections to the proposal,
provided they have the right to ingress
and egress at all times to their facilities.
Provisions protecting the rights of the util-
ities and the City are a part of this resolu-
tion.

I am recommending adoption of the
attached resolution.

Respectfully submitted,
RICHARD DOHERTY, P.E.

City Engineer
City Engineering Division — DPW

By Council Member Ayers:
Resolved, The City Engineering

Division — DPW is hereby authorized and
directed to issue a permit to U of D Jesuit
High School and Academy whose
address is 8400 South Cambridge,
Detroit, MI, 48221 or their assigns to tem-
porary close Cambridge Avenue, 50 feet
wide, from the westerly line of Cherrylawn
Avenue, 75 feet wide, to the easterly line
of the north south public alley (now an
easement) 18 feet wide, first alley west of
Cherrylawn Avenue and more particularly
described as: Land in the City of Detroit,
Wayne County, Michigan being

Cambridge Avenue, 50 feet wide, lying
northerly of and adjoining the north line of
Lot 549 also lying southerly of and adjoin-
ing the south line of Lot 548 “Chester
Heights Subdivision being a part of the S.
1/2 of the S.W. 1/4 of Section 4 and the
N.W. 1/4 of the N.W. 1/4 of Section 9, T. 1 S.,
R. 11 E. Greenfield Township, Wayne
County, Michigan” as recorded in Liber
42, Page 49 of Plats, Wayne County
Records; on a temporary basis for five (5)
years to expire June 1, 2020;

Provided, That the petitioner shall file
with the Finance Department and/or City
Engineering Division — DPW an indem-
nity agreement in form approved by the
Law Department. The agreement shall
save and protect the City of Detroit
harmless from all claims, damages or
expenses that may arise by reason of the
issuance of permits and the faithful or
unfaithful performance by the petitioner
of the terms thereof. Further, the peti-
tioner shall agree to pay all claims, dam-
ages or expenses that may arise out of
the maintenance of the temporary public
street closing; and 

Provided, The property owned by the
petitioner and adjoining the temporary
public street closing shall be subject to
the proper zoning or regulated use (Board
of Zoning Appeals Grant) over the total
width and length of the street; and

Provided, The petitioner shall agree to
pay all claims, damages or expenses that
may arise out of the maintenance of the
temporary public street closing, and

Provided, No buildings or other struc-
tures of any nature whatsoever (except
necessary line fence), shall be construct-
ed on or over the public rights-of-way. The
petitioner shall observe the rules and reg-
ulations of the City Engineering Division
— DPW. The City of Detroit retains all
rights and interests in the temporarily
closed public right-of-way. The City and all
utility companies retain their rights to ser-
vice, inspect, maintain, repair, install,
remove or replace utilities in the tem-
porarily closed public rights-of-way.
Further, the petitioner shall comply with
all specific conditions imposed to ensure
unimpeded 24-hour-per-day access to the
City and utility companies; and

Provided, The petitioner’s fence, gate
and barricade installations shall provide
13 feet horizontal and 15 feet vertical
clearance(s) for utility maintenance vehi-
cles and must only be installed in such a
way to not prohibit pedestrian traffic with-
in the sidewalk space; and

Provided, This resolution does not per-
mit the storage of materials, displays of
merchandise, or signs within the tem-
porarily closed public rights-of-way.
Further, the placement of materials, mer-
chandise, or signs on any adjacent tem-
porary area is prohibited; and

Provided, That if there is still a need for
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access from any of the abutting property
owners to said temporary closed street,
access shall and must be maintained for
those properties; and

Provided, That at the expiration of the
permit, all obstructions shall be removed
at the petitioner’s expense. The public
property shall be restored to a condition
satisfactory to the City Engineering
Division — DPW by the petitioner at the
petitioner’s expense; and

Provided, That this resolution is revoca-
ble at the will, whim or caprice of the
Detroit City Council without cause. The
petitioner waives the right to claim dam-
ages or compensation for removal of

encroachments. Further, the permittee
acquires no implied or other privileges
hereunder not expressly stated herein. If
this permit is continued for the five (5)
year period, the City Council may (upon
written request and if the circumstances
justify accordingly) grant an extension
thereto; and

Provided, That this permit shall not be
assigned or transferred without the written
approval of the Detroit City Council; and
further

Provided, That the City Clerk shall with-
in 30 days record a certified copy of this
resolution with the Wayne County
Register of Deeds.
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Adopted as follows:
Yeas — Council Members Ayers,  Castaneda-Lopez, Cushingberry, Jr., Leland,

Sheffield, Spivey, Tate, and  President Jones — 8.
Nays — None.


