November 1, 2006
Honorable City Council:


RE: Petition No. 4118 (addendum)
Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. (“MotorCity Casino—Expansion Site”)

Requesting easements for subsurface (underground) footings
surrounding the MotorCity Casino—New Continental Building in the area bounded by Brooklyn, Lodge Expressway, Spruce and Temple
On April 07, 2006 City Council approved Petition No. 4118 of Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. (“MotorCity Casino—Expansion Site”).  That approved petition requested one street and four alleys to vacation, a public access easement to vacation, two overhead walkways and a vehicular bridge crossing city rights-of-way, and easements for building façade projections in the area bounded by Trumbull, Elm, Grand River, Lodge Expressway and Spruce.

The City Engineering Division—DPW received design drawings showing underground (subsurface) footings for the planned MotorCity Casino—New Continental Building.  The footings will extend into the eastern margin of Brooklyn Avenue, the western margin of John C. Lodge Expressway Service Drive, and two public alleys (vacated, but reserving DWSD sewer provisions).  Therefore, said Petition No. 4118, requires an addendum to include underground “easement(s) for permissible building street projection purposes”.

The resolution delineates by land description (relationship to property lines) the horizontal position of each underground footing, which will extend into various rights-of-way.  Vertically, the footings are positioned between City of Detroit elevation 124.7 and City of Detroit elevation 128.7. 

We obtained reports from DTE-Edison, DTE-MichCon Gas and the Water and Sewerage Department.  The privately-owned utilities and the city department state no objections to the MotorCity Casino—New Continental Building plan.

The western margin of the John C. Lodge Expressway (limited access right-of-way) Service Drive, is under the jurisdiction of the Michigan Department of Transportation (M-DOT).  "Detroit Entertainment L.L.C." must make application to M-DOT for grants of underground easements at this location.  However, the resolution recommends to M-DOT the granting of three-dimensional easements for permissible subsurface building street projection purposes.  
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I am recommending adoption of the attached resolution.








Respectfully submitted,








William L. Talley, Head Engineer








City Engineering Division -DPW

AM:
Attachments

cc:  Director, Department of Public Works

        Mayor’s Office
      M-DOT
